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ended with the capture of the Bastille on July 14, 1789.
From that day on, he had been a king who had neither an
army, police force, judiciary, nor treasury. Endless dis-
sertations have been made on the reasons for Ais stidden
toppling of the monarchic legality. But the fundamental
reason was the era, the decay of a secular legitimacy which
failed to revivify itself in time and which abused its power
at the beginning of the seventeenth century by compelling
France to submit to absolutism. The fall of the French
monarchy was like the fall of a very old tree which seems
to be an immovable giant until the very end but which
suddenly topples over, because it has lost its roots. Eaten
through by insects and rotted by damp, it may topple to
the ground at a gust of wind or the mere weight of its
branches. That was how the French monarchy crashed,
just as France was making a valiant attempt to give a new
orientation to Western civilization, a broader, more
liberal, more humane orientation. According to tradition,
France would have had to overthrow her monarchy in
order to have brought about the triumph of the new
orientation, but quite the contrary occurred. The fall of
the monarchy, by causing a wave of terror to sweep
through all classes, prevented France from following otit
the new orientation which she had chosen. In order to
set up a government which would have recognized the
right of opposition and in order seriously to put into prac-
tice the Declaration of the Rights of Man, France would
have needed a vigorous legitimacy, capable of guarantee-
ing liberty and equality. It was thus that the monarchy, by
its fall in 1789, dragged down to ruin with it the Revo-
lution as well as the new orientation of the human mind.
France lost itself in the vicious circle 6f fear which pro-
voked abuses of force and abuses of force which aggravated
fear, leading to terrorism, coups tfttats, revolutionary
dictatorships inside France, and invasions, todless wars
without rules, absurd and impossible peace treaties out-
side France. All Europe was dragged into the vicious